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- John F. Kennedy

“We can have
faith in the future
only if we have
faith in ourselves."



Congratulations to the 
2019 InterFaith 

Leadership Award 
Dinner Honorees

Dr. Baljinder Singh
and

Gurvinder Kaur

The Sikh Foundation of Syracuse’s mission is to support the welfare of 
all humans; preserve and promote Sikh heritage, history and philosophy; and

prepare youth for tomorrow’s world by virtue of the Sikh ideals 
of universal equality, utilizing a contemporary world perspective that

promotes peace and harmony. The foundation provides a Learning Center
(Gurudwara Sahib) in Liverpool, where the religious and spiritual needs 

of the community are met.
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OOuurr  FFaammiillyy  WWiisshheess  ttoo  EExxtteenndd  iittss  TThhaannkkss  ttoo  IIFFWW  ooff  CCNNYY    
aanndd  CCoonnggrraattuullaattee  tthhee  22002233  FFaaiitthh  iinn  OOuurr  FFuuttuurree  HHoonnoorreeeess::  

AAddvvaanncciinngg  OOppppoorrttuunniittyy  TThhrroouugghh  
CCrroossss--CCuullttuurraall  CCoollllaabboorraattiioonn  

MMiicchhaaeell  BBaallaannooffff,,  EEssqq..        SShhaarroonn  BBrraannggmmaann,,  MMDD  
DDoomm  CCaammbbaarreerrii,,  EEssqq..        RRuutthh  CChheenn,,  PPhhDD        AAnntthhoonnyy  DDaavviiss  

SShhaarroonn  OOwweennss        TTiimm  SSaakkaa        KKeenntt  SSyyvveerruudd  
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Congratulations

 TO 
TONIGHT’S HONOREES

Michael Balanoff, Esq. 

Sharon Brangman, MD

Dom Cambareri, Esq.

Ruth Chen, PhD

Anthony Davis

Sharon Owens

Tim Saka

Kent Syverud

We are pleased to recognize you this evening. 

Jewish Community Center of Syracuse,  
Jewish Federation  of Central New York, and 

Jewish Community Foundation of Central New York



1

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

Welcome
Dan Cummings   |   Tonight’s Emcee

Procession of Agency Leadership, Board of Directors,  
Faith Leaders, Honorary Event Co-Chairs, Tonight’s Honorees and Agency Staff

The processional song, “American Land,” is performed by Bruce Springsteen whose music speaks to the broad American experience, telling 
stories about the daily lives of people, events, and personal, social, and political issues. The song tells the story of the immigrant experience 
by talking about the promise of America, the hard work of the immigrant, and the troubles immigrants face. The song has a connection to 
Pete Seeger, as well as to a poem, “He Lies in the American Land,” written by Slovakian immigrant Andrew Kovaly in the early 20th century. 
A live version of “American Land” was released as a bonus track on the “American Land Edition” of Springsteen’s 2006 We Shall Overcome: 

The Seeger Sessions album. A studio version came out on Springsteen’s 2012 Wrecking Ball album.

Opening Prayer
The Most Rev. Douglas J. Lucia, Bishop, Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse

Land Acknowledgement
The Round Table of Faith Leaders presents the agency’s new statement to show respect to the Onondaga People.

Welcome
Dr. Baljinder Singh and Gurvinder Kaur, Sikh Foundation of Syracuse, Event Presenting Sponsors

Catherine Gerard, Chair, InterFaith Works Board of Directors

President’s Message
Beth A. Broadway, InterFaith Works President/CEO

Dinner

Tribute Video

Award Presentations

 Dr. Baljinder Singh and Gurvinder Kaur   |   Beth A. Broadway   |   Catherine Gerard

Our 2023 Honorees
Michael Balanoff, Esq.

Barbara Davis, Jewish Federation of Central New York,  
and Jewish Observer, presenting

Sharon A. Brangman, MD
Mantosh Dewan, MD, Upstate Medical University, presenting

Dom Cambareri, Esq.
Steve Cambareri, Cambareri & Brenneck, PLLC, presenting

Ruth Chen, PhD
Aminy Audi, Stickley Furniture  |  Mattress, presenting

Anthony Davis
The Rev. Phil Manuel Turner, Bethany Baptist Church, presenting

Sharon Owens
The Hon. Ben Walsh, City of Syracuse, presenting

Tim Saka
The Rev. Suzi Harriff, Mission Hope Community, presenting

Chancellor Kent Syverud
Mian Muhammad Abdul Hamid, Convener of the Student Assembly  

of Interfaith Leaders, Syracuse University Hendricks Chapel, presenting

Remarks on Behalf of Honorees
Sharon Owens

Closing Prayer
Madalyn Smith, Convener, InterFaith Works Round Table of Faith Leaders
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2023  InterFaith Leadership Award Honorees

Michael Balanoff, Esq.
President and CEO, Jewish Federation of Central New York 
Michael Balanoff is the President and CEO of the Jewish Federation of Central New York, and 
a member of the InterFaith Works Round Table of Faith Leaders. 

Balanoff received his Juris Doctor in 1967 from Boston College Law School, and was a 
practicing attorney for 50 years, working with leading law firms, including Bousquet 
Holstein, PLLC, previously Green & Seifter. He also served as Director of Development for 
Legal Services of Central New York, a non-profit organization whose mission is to provide 
free legal assistance to low-income people across the Central New York region to help 
people and communities change law, policy and systems to promote equity and create 
pathways out of poverty.

As a member of the Round Table of Faith Leaders, Balanoff values the opportunity to 
engage with a diverse group of colleagues committed to affirming the dignity of all faith 
traditions. “I have enjoyed my role on the Round Table,” he says. “I have met many people I 
would not normally have met and whom I greatly respect. I have developed a greater faith 
in our community because of the welcoming nature of the Round Table to all ethnic and 
religious groups.”

“Jewish history is unfortunately characterized by discrimination, antisemitism, pogroms 
and violence. To be welcomed into a community and to feel that I can contribute is very 
important to me. Being on that Round Table is a great honor, and I feel that I’m being 
helpful, but so is the community of leadership, especially the faith leaders who are there and 
the administration of InterFaith Works.”

The Jewish Federation’s long-standing involvement with InterFaith Works dates back to 
the organization’s earliest days when it came together as the Syracuse Area Interreligious 
Council (SAIC) with headquarters at Temple Concord. “The Council brought people 
together, especially clergy, to create understanding and goodwill and to try to create what 
I would call a more peaceful, loving and cooperative family of groups,” he recalls. “To me 
that’s very important because, as a Jew with an understanding of Jewish history, it’s very 
important that Jews be accepted, respected and able to live peacefully in a community.”

For Balanoff, the theme of Faith in Our Future is an expression of faith in the resilience of 
Central New York. “I moved here over 50 years ago, raised a family here, and had a law 
practice that I thought was successful. And I love it. It’s given me and my family tremendous 
opportunities that I want to pass on to the next generation and generations to come. I’ve 
seen a very vibrant community undergo dramatic economic decline, and I believe that 
that’s turning around and will turn around even more. I think Micron could be a real game 
changer. It will bring more industry and more jobs and more opportunities for people into 
our community. But I also see not-for-profits like InterFaith Works and others dealing with 
quality-of-life issues to create opportunities for people to thrive and flourish in whatever 
areas they choose. We still have a lot of problems in this community, but I think that people 
of goodwill are really trying to solve them, and I believe that will happen.“

Balanoff activates his personal faith in our future by cultivating tomorrow’s leaders through 
his work at the Jewish Federation.  “Every day I come to work thinking about what the 
next generation is going to need from my generation. What are we going to leave for the 
generation to come? What do they want? What are their hopes and dreams? I listen to 
them. I want to hear what young people have to say. I want to hear what they think their 
community should look like in 10, 15, 20 years when they are taking over the leadership 
roles that my peers and I are in right now. And I want to make sure they’re prepared and that 
we are responsive to their needs.” 

Balanoff sees a distinction between views and values: “I represent the Jewish community’s 
values. I try to live those values which I think are Jewish values and probably human values. 
I think values are more important than anything. What do you really believe in? What’s 
really important to you? What’s in your heart? What’s in your soul? The leadership roles that 
people are going to have to take on are something that’s really important.“

“I come to work thinking  
about what the next generation 

is going to need from my 
generation. I want to hear what 

they think their community should 
look like in 10, 15, 20 years.  
I want to make sure they’re 
prepared and that we are 
responsive to their needs.” 

Michael Balanoff, Esq.

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R



3

2023  InterFaith Leadership Award Honorees Sharon A. Brangman, MD
Distinguished Service Professor; Chair, Department of Geriatrics; and  
Director, Upstate Center of Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease,  
SUNY Upstate Medical University
Sharon A. Brangman, MD, FACP, AGSF, is a Distinguished Service Professor, Chair of  
the Department of Geriatrics, and Director of the Upstate Center of Excellence for  
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Dr. Brangman received her undergraduate degree in biology from Syracuse University and 
her medical degree from SUNY Upstate Medical University in 1981. She is board certified in 
internal medicine, geriatric medicine, as well as hospice and palliative care. 

As Director of the Upstate Center of Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease, one of Dr. Brangman’s 
priorities is bringing greater diversity to research in the field. “A lot of the drugs that are being 
used now for Alzheimer’s Disease were not tested at all or very minimally tested in people 
who weren’t white men. In this day and age, that just defies all common sense,” she says. For 
the past several years, she has been working to change that. “I’m starting in Syracuse and 
slowly working on impact with the pharmaceutical industry. It’s a huge task, but these are the 
kind of things that you have to fight for when you’re taking care of people and you see that 
things are not equitable.” 

Dr. Brangman is drawn to the InterFaith Works mission of affirming dignity, particularly as it 
relates to the organization’s work with seniors, including the Senior Companion Program, 
One to One Program, Aging Services for New Americans, and The Neighborhood Advisor 
Program that provides free and confidential information and assistance to help older adults 
stay at home and age well. 

“As a geriatrician, I am very much in tune to the way our society looks at older people. That’s 
actually one of the reasons why I got into geriatrics. I saw that my older patients were getting 
marginalized. I saw the health care system was not really responding to their needs. The 
InterFaith Works’ mission of looking at the individual, no matter their background, really 
aligns to what we do in geriatrics. We don’t base things just on people’s age. We have to look 
at their background, their history, their other health problems, what their lifestyle issues are, 
what their family supports are, what their relationship is with the community, and come up 
with the best care plan for that person.” 

Dr. Brangman not only embodies the theme of Faith in Our Future, she also instills it in her 
patients. “It’s a very important thing,” she says. “We can listen to the news and get very 
discouraged about where things are going. But if we don’t have that outlook and that hope, 
then we really take everything away from people. That’s what happens when we are dealing 
with people who are older. They may or may not have dementia, but aging is often a time 
of adjusting to a lot of different changes and you need to have that faith that things will be 
okay. So, what we try to do is help people understand the value of each day and that we can 
find the highest quality of life and we can help you get there. That’s in terms of your cognitive 
ability, as well as your physical ability, maintaining relationships in your community, and 
doing the things that you used to always enjoy doing. We try to look at that individual person 
and ask, ‘What matters the most to you?’ and then we help them continue what matters the 
most.” 

Dr. Brangman has attained numerous leadership roles at the national level, being elected to 
the Board of the American Geriatrics Society (AGS) in 2002 and serving as chair from 2011-
2012. She was also elected President of the AGS (2010-2011) and led efforts to develop their 
Doorway Thoughts series focused on helping health care professionals communicate and 
care for people from disparate ethnic and cultural backgrounds. In addition, she has served 
in numerous regional roles, including Director of the Central New York Alzheimer’s Disease 
Assistance Center and Co-Director of the New York Statewide Resource Center for Geriatric 
Education. Her list of accolades and awards is also impressive. Regarding the InterFaith 
Leadership Award, she says, “It’s a wonderful recognition for what I hope has been my 
leadership in trying to address the needs of aging and especially the needs of older adults 
with memory problems in our community.” 

“We can listen to the news and 
get very discouraged about where 

things are going. But if we don’t 
have hope, then we really take 
everything away from people.”

Sharon A. Brangman, MD

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R
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Dom Cambareri, Esq.
Executive Director, Syracuse Challenger Baseball 
Founder and Board Member, Carrier Park Field of Dreams Athletic Complex
Dom Cambareri, Esq., is Principal Counsel for the New York State Appellate Division Fourth 
Department, 5th Judicial District Attorney Grievance Committee. A native of Central New 
York, he received his Bachelor’s Degree in political science from Syracuse University’s 
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, and earned his Juris Doctor from Capital 
University Law School. From 1999 through 2019, he was the founding Partner and Attorney 
at Cambareri & Cambareri, LLP, and was in private practice for more than 32 years.

Cambareri’s professional credits pale in comparison to what he considers his true calling 
as the founder of and lead spokesperson for the state-of-the-art, fully handicap-accessible, 
integrated, multi-athletic sports complex: the $15.8 million Carrier Park Field of Dreams 
Athletic Complex. Cambareri’s energies are now focused on the 2024 “Superfield of Dreams” 
expansion, which is designed to transform inclusive and unified sports across America under 
his rallying cry of “YES, you CAN play!!”

As the volunteer Executive Director of Syracuse Challenger Baseball, Cambareri oversees 
a sports program of more than 240 special needs children and adults between the ages 
of 4 and 65 on 16 teams and three divisions—Junior, Senior and Adult. He has guided the 
growth of Syracuse Challenger Baseball into the largest Challenger Baseball Division in the 
country. Of 900 eligible Challenger Divisions, Syracuse Challenger Baseball was one of only 
two teams selected to participate in the prestigious Little League International World Series 
Challenger Division Exhibit Game on Aug. 26, 2023, in Williamsport, Pa.

Cambareri was introduced to Syracuse Challenger Baseball more than 22 years ago when he 
was searching for a team in which his son Domenico, who has developmental and physical 
impairments, could play the game. “Baseball had been the center of my brothers’ and my 
life. I always knew that someday I would be a Little League coach, maybe coaching children 
of my own. I had no idea what God had in store for me. I have two amazing sons, Domenico 
and Antonio, and I wanted to be able to share with them my love for baseball.” 

Cambareri describes himself as “a grateful servant of families and children, especially those 
with special needs.” He is drawn to the mission of InterFaith Works because, he says, “There 
are three tenets in my life that drive everything that I do: faith, family and friends. And all 
those concepts are consistent with the mission of InterFaith Works. What I desire to do is 
take the God-given talents that I have been given, step outside of myself and utilize those 
talents for the benefit of families and individuals with special needs and special challenges 
so that they can lead fulfilling, independent and focused lives of their own choosing.”

When Cambareri became the Executive Director of Syracuse Challenger Baseball in 2003, 
his first priority was expansion. Within two years, the league had doubled in size and was 
faced with a new challenge: “We had to find fields that would be all-accessible, navigable for 
our players, especially those in wheelchairs or who used orthotic devices.” He had to build 
a complex focused on accessibility and inclusion for all athletes, of all ages and all abilities. 
After three years of searching for a property, Cambareri teamed with the Town of DeWitt to 
develop the complex. In 2010, Carrier Corporation donated their 26-acre former employee 
recreation center as the site. In 2012, Cambareri embarked on a multi-year, multi-million 
dollar campaign, engaging state and local officials, charitable foundations, community 
focused business and corporate entities, and philanthropic individuals.

In 2016, Phase One, the Carrier Park Field of Dreams, opened with two state-of-the-art 
baseball/softball diamonds, gateway buildings, large parking lot, and concessions. “And we 
didn’t stop there,” says Cambareri. “We were focused on expanding the field so that it would 
be truly inclusive of every type of sport, with a special needs playground and a big enough 
field for all of our kids to play.” 

Guided by a devout faith, Cambareri embodies this year’s InterFaith Leadership Award 
theme. “Faith in our future is exactly that. When good men and good women focus on 
allowing others to have the opportunity to succeed by providing them with the structures, 
supports and services necessary to make them successful, we are investing in the future and 
that’s what I’ve done.”

“When good men and good 
women focus on allowing 

others to have the opportunity 
to succeed by providing them 

with the structures, supports and 
services necessary to make them 

successful, we are investing  
in the future.” 

Dom Cambareri, Esq.

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R
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Ruth Chen, PhD
Professor of Practice, Syracuse University College of Engineering  
and Computer Science 

Dr. Ruth Chen, Professor of Practice in the Departments of Biomedical and Chemical 
Engineering, and Civil and Environmental Engineering at Syracuse University, has spent 
her career focusing on public health and safety. She currently teaches Environmental Risk 
Assessment and Toxicology and engages in collaborative research, fundraising, community 
service, and advising students. She earned both a Doctorate in toxicology and a Master’s 
Degree in public health at the University of Michigan.

For Dr. Chen, Faith in Our Future begins with training young scientists to ensure the safety 
of that future: “Faith in our future means building respect and kindness among members of 
the community. At the same time, we need to be up to date in our field of pursuit, academic 
or professional. That way, we collectively build a community in terms of knowledge and 
productivity.”

Dr. Chen is deeply committed to Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility, and 
Internationalization (DEIAI) in higher education. A member of the InterFaith Works Board of 
Directors, she is drawn to the InterFaith Works mission because of its emphasis on “affirming 
dignity.” ”Dignity to me means respect and kindness,” she says. “Respect other people’s 
point of view, background, faith, and enable a firm ground of being kind to one another. 
This is important because if you proactively save room in your heart or in your profession, 
and are accepting of other people’s point of view, then you welcome ideas that improve 
your research or academic field. Collectively we all benefit.” 

Throughout her academic career, Dr. Chen has embraced the role of mentor to her 
students, often helping them to develop their professional skills and launch their careers. 
She is committed to encouraging underrepresented students in technology. She serves 
as a mentor to students in the Higher Education Opportunity Program (HEOP) at Syracuse 
University and engages in co-curricular activities to help international students acclimate to 
life in the United States. 

Before moving to Syracuse, Dr. Chen taught at the Washington University of School of 
Engineering and Applied Science in St. Louis, Mo., where she directed both the Master’s 
of Engineering Program in Energy, Environmental, and Chemical Engineering, and the 
International Experience Program in Energy, Environmental and Chemical Engineering,  
a 13-month course in the study of global energy and environmental challenges. Over 
six years, cohorts of 20 to 30 students in the program had been to China (air pollution 
control for the Olympics); Korea (nanotechnology applications in engineering, medicine, 
and national security); India (energy and environmental challenges in India); Hong Kong 
(alternative energy applications in a densely populated urban environment); Brazil (biofuel 
synthesis and applications); and Australia (gas and coal industries, alternative energy, and 
water treatment).

From 1998 to 2002, she served as an epidemiologist for the Tennessee Department of 
Health and went on to serve as State Toxicologist/Certification Manager for the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation. 

When asked how she felt about receiving the InterFaith Leadership Award, Dr. Chen’s 
response was characteristically humble. “It is totally undeserved,” she replies, stating that she 
is simply doing her job. And yet her record speaks for itself. 

“Faith in our future  
means building respect and 
kindness among members  

of the community. At the same 
time, we need to be up to date in 

our field of pursuit, academic  
or professional. That way,  

we collectively build a community 
in terms of knowledge  

and productivity.”

Ruth Chen, PhD

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R
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Anthony Davis
Superintendent, Syracuse City School District
Superintendent Anthony Davis has dedicated his professional career to the field of 
education. He started his work with the Syracuse City School District (SCSD) in 1986 as a 
Teaching Assistant and then as a Special Education Teacher before ultimately entering 
school administration in 1996 as an Administrative Intern at Henninger High School. In 1997, 
Davis accepted a leadership role in the Liverpool Central School District, where he served for 
almost 20 years. In that time, he provided a safe and secure educational environment along 
with a strong academic program for the high school’s 2,300 students. 

Prior to his appointment as Superintendent, Davis served as Assistant Superintendent 
of Secondary Schools. In that role, he oversaw five SCSD high schools, six SCSD middle 
schools, 24 Career and Technical Education Programs, four alternative programs, three K-12 
Departments, two Adult Education Programs, all SCSD athletics, and more. 

Davis believes that the key to a successful school district is to bring all constituents together 
to work toward a common goal, including students, teachers, families, and community 
partners. “Every voice counts. Everyone matters. And everyone has something to contribute. 
We in the school district want to be a part of all pieces of the community.” 

Davis says his main goal “is to get our students and our families to believe in themselves. The 
system only works when everybody is working together. Our students need to know their 
value first and foremost, because I think our students can demand more of everyone around 
them, including the adults.“

Throughout his long career in the SCSD, Davis has partnered with InterFaith Works in 
numerous capacities, including the Community Wide Dialogues to End Racism and the 
Center for New Americans, which serves the refugee population. “My relationship with 
InterFaith Works has been a partnership, and that partnership really consists of making sure 
that everyone is counted in this community and that they have support. It is a pleasure and 
eye opening to understand the work that InterFaith Works is putting in for this community.”

As a lifelong educator, Davis’s professional life is a concrete expression of his Faith in Our 
Future. “I’m a man of faith. So, I take that everywhere I go. I don’t push my faith upon 
anyone. I just try to treat them the way I want to be treated. So, for me, faith is just a part of 
everything I do. And, hopefully, the way I carry myself proves that, on a daily basis, I value 
human people, human lives, and I value the work that we do together.”

In addition to his professional roles, Davis also is an active community leader. He serves 
as a Board member for Light of Syracuse, a non-profit organization designed to enhance 
the quality of life for underserved communities. He also serves as a Board member for the 
Central New York Regional Transportation Authority, focusing on transportation needs 
throughout Syracuse; as a Board of Director member for St. Joseph’s College of Nursing; 
and as a Governing Board Member of VOICES for Youth, a non-profit organization devoted 
to improving the community. Previously, he served as a Board of Director member for the 
Southwest Community Center, and as a Co-Founder of Brother to Brother, a youth outreach 
program designed to pair successful and respected members of the community with 
troubled youth.

Davis is deeply honored to receive the InterFaith Leadership Award. “It’s special.” he says. 
“I’ve actually been in the audience before when other people were receiving the award, and 
I’ve always been in awe of those folks. They’ve done something extremely special in this 
community that is being recognized, and what a wonderful award that is to receive. I never 
imagined myself being a recipient. So, I’m extremely grateful.  But, I would like to say that in 
education, men are not prevalent in this field, and men of color even less so. I would like to 
take this moment to thank those people who led before me. I got this opportunity because I 
saw leaders ahead of me taking advantage of opportunities given to them and seeing them 
do it made me know I could.”

“Every voice counts.  
Everyone matters.  

And everyone has something  
to contribute. The system only 

works when everybody is  
working together.” 

Anthony Davis

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R
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Sharon Owens
Deputy Mayor of Syracuse 

Deputy Mayor Sharon Owens has spent her entire career serving the Syracuse community. 
She is a graduate of Syracuse University where she competed on the inaugural Women’s 
Track & Field team and where she earned a place in the Orange Plus Hall of Fame. Since 
graduating in 1985, she has redirected her passion to compete and achieve into multiple 
public service organizations. Before turning her energy toward civic office in 2010, she 
had invested more than 20 years at the Dunbar Center, P.E.A.C.E, Inc., Jubilee Homes, and 
Home Headquarters. She also served as the CEO of Syracuse Community Connections and 
ran the Southwest Community Center. Prior to her appointment as Deputy Mayor to Ben 
Walsh, she worked in the administration of the former mayor, Stephanie Miner, as Deputy 
Commissioner of the Department of Neighborhood and Business Development.

In her current capacity, Owens serves as the mayor’s Chief of Staff. In addition to her three 
direct reports—fire, police, and neighborhood and business development—she is involved 
in the city’s DEI efforts, in addition to working across all the city departments.  

Throughout her career she has engaged in numerous partnerships with InterFaith Works, 
particularly in terms of refugee resettlement and police/community relations.  “I’ve observed 
InterFaith Works, over the course of my career, to focus on what benefits people in our city 
and in our community. In the previous administration, I worked as a Deputy Commissioner 
focusing on neighborhood development, so housing was a huge priority. For individuals 
coming to our country and community, how our new neighbors are welcomed as just 
that—neighbors—is critical. The relationship with InterFaith Works has been one of 
communication about the needs of the refugee resettlement community.” 

Owens also has worked closely with Bishop Colette Matthews-Carter, Director of InterFaith 
Works’ El-Hindi Center for Dialogue & Action, to address the issue of police and community 
relations in the city. Owens applauds the program’s “ability to work to bring stakeholders 
from the community and stakeholders from the police department together to talk to one 
another.” Through these dialogue circles, participants learn to foster relationships, trust and 
respect. The goal is to better understand community and law enforcement perspectives. 
“When we asked them to really take a look at their model, the organization said ‘yes’ without 
hesitation and now they’re recruiting individuals to be a part of dialogue circles that help to 
foster policy changes and deepen connections.”  

An Assistant Pastor in her church, Owens is deeply moved by the theme of Faith in Our 
Future.  “Faith is a muscle. Faith doesn’t grow because you just expect it to. Your faith grows 
through experience. You learn to believe that your impact in the community is viable and 
important. So, whether you are the Mayor or the Deputy Mayor of a city, whether you are the 
mom getting up and getting your kids to school and yourself to work,  or a grandma caring 
for your grandkids after school, the simple act is what you’re doing every day contributes to 
the overall health of our community. It is the hope and the faith that we have in our children 
and what they’re going to do as they become adults that makes our community the best 
community on the face of the earth. It is our faith that drives us: something that makes no 
sense to your physical mind and body tells you that things are going to improve, and you 
are going to be a part of it.”

Reflecting on the meaning of the InterFaith Leadership Award, Owens is humble and 
generous. “It means nothing about me,” she says. “It means that an organization that has 
done so much and whose mission is dedicated to the dignity of individuals, and the growth 
of community, recognizes me as an individual they will align themselves with. That’s huge. 
Not because of who I am, but because of who they are. And what they do.”

“Faith is a muscle.  
Faith doesn’t grow because  

you just expect it to. Your faith 
grows through experience.  

You learn to believe that your 
impact in the community is viable 
and important. Things are going 

to improve, and you are going  
to be a part of it.”

Sharon Owens

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2 0 2 3  I N T E R FA I T H  L E A D E R S H I P  AWA R D  D I N N E R
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Tim Saka 
Board President, CNY RISE Center

Tim Saka is the Board President of CNY RISE Center, a service-oriented, non-profit organization, 
established by Turkish-Americans. RISE stands for Respect, Inspiration, Service and Empathy. 
The CNY RISE Center seeks to build relationships within communities via educational programs, 
interfaith events, cultural and religious programs, collaborative initiatives and community service. 
It was established in February 2017 by volunteers of the former Turkish Cultural Center Syracuse 
(TCCS). Volunteers sought to establish a new organization with a local Board that better reflected 
their vision and outreach into the Central New York community. The Center organizes annual 
“Friendship” dinners to discuss important community issues, such as childhood lead poisoning, 
early childcare, and the reconstruction of I81. It leads relief campaigns. It also hosts youth 
mentorship, interfaith activities, community cookouts, Ramadan dinners, public service award 
dinners and many other community-building events.

Since Saka’s middle school years in Turkiye, he has practiced a way of Sufism called Hizmet, 
meaning Service, in Turkish. The philosophy of the Hizmet movement is that serving others 
unconditionally is the means to serving God. This was the inspiration for the motto of the CNY 
RISE Center, “We RISE by lifting others,” Saka says. “The first step is to respect one another.  
Then we inspire each other to serve the community. Service is inspiration in action.  
This leads to empathy, a community in which everyone is connected.” 

Saka knows first-hand the power of this philosophy. As an undergraduate student in Turkiye, 
he met a man who would change his life. “My friends challenged me to speak to a tourist [at 
Ephesus] to prove my English skills,” he says. That tourist was Jeff Quiggle, a school psychologist 
and amateur photographer visiting Turkiye from Denver, Colo. Their 20-minute conversation and 
following correspondence during Saka’s undergraduate years led to a lifelong friendship. When 
Saka completed his degree in English teaching, Quiggle urged him to come for the summer to 
a U.S. English language school. He welcomed Saka into his home, sponsoring Saka’s visa, travel, 
housing and language school tuition. Two months turned into two years. Finally, Saka had 
packed his bags, ready to return to Turkiye. But, it wasn’t to be. Quiggle again generously offered 
to sponsor Saka’s further education—this time, a Master’s Degree in library sciences. When Saka 
expressed concern about paying him back, Quiggle replied, “I don’t want you to pay me back. I 
want you to pay it forward.” Thus, Saka’s Hizmet in the U.S. had begun, a life dedicated to serving 
the next generation through education and service. He founded and was active in numerous 
multicultural, interfaith, community and educational initiatives in Colorado, Utah and California 
before arriving in Syracuse in 2013. 

Saka became a U.S. citizen in 2019. Currently he wears two hats at OCC. He is the Instructional 
Technologies Librarian, teaching academic research, and he is the External Coordinator for 
Civic Engagement. In the latter role, he serves as liaison between community agencies and OCC 
students to heighten their awareness of community needs and inspire ongoing service. “I like to 
create opportunities for people to be selfless, to help others make the community better.”

When Saka moved to Central New York, InterFaith Works was one of the first agencies he 
connected with. “InterFaith Works holds a special place in my heart. When I came to this 
community 10 years ago, I fell in love with what InterFaith Works was doing, helping underserved 
members of our community. It was—it is—a match for my commitment to service. We at the 
CNY RISE Center love our partnership with them and always seek their leadership.”

Saka is honored to receive the InterFaith Leadership Award. “It energizes and encourages me. 
Hundreds of people will be coming together and hearing each other’s stories of serving the 
community. It inspires you to ask yourself, ‘What more can I do? How can I help my community 
and become a leader, a voice for affirming the dignity of others?’” Service is contagious. 

“We RISE by lifting others.  
The first step is to respect one 
another. Then we inspire each 
other to serve the community. 
Service is inspiration in action.  

This leads to empathy, a 
community in which everyone  

is connected.”

Tim Saka
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Kent Syverud 
Chancellor and President, Syracuse University 

Chancellor Kent Syverud is the 12th Chancellor and President of Syracuse University. 
Now in his 10th year as Chancellor, he has worked with faculty, students, staff, trustees, 
and alumni to steward the University during a period of transformational change and 
progress. Chancellor Syverud demonstrates Faith in Our Future by guiding the growth 
of Syracuse University and its students who will become future leaders in their fields. 

Chancellor Syverud was attracted to InterFaith Works shortly after moving to Syracuse 
with his wife, fellow honoree Dr. Ruth Chen, 10 years ago. “We worshiped in a church 
that was mostly refugee families from Latin America and Africa,” he says. “I learned 
about InterFaith Works and the great work it was doing to make Central New York 
welcoming to refugee families.”

The organization’s mission of affirming dignity resonated with Chancellor Syverud 
because of his own background. “Ruth and I are both from immigrant families and 
different faith traditions. We believe that this place is at its best when it is open to  
all kinds of people, all kinds of faiths, and enables them to be fully part of this 
community at work, at home and worship. I think InterFaith Works was designed  
to facilitate that work.”

As Chancellor of a major university, he practices faith in our future daily. “Probably 
the most important and the biggest thing is just getting up every day and coming 
to work at Syracuse University and trying to get to a place that’s positively engaged 
in our community and welcoming to all kinds of people who want to learn.” For the 
past decade, Chancellor Syverud’s commitment to academic excellence and a robust 
student experience has translated into physical changes that enhance the beauty and 
function of the campus. 

A noted legal scholar and teacher, he continues to teach courses each semester in 
the College of Law and the Martin J. Whitman School of Management. He currently 
serves on the Boards of the Crouse Health system, the SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry, and Scouting’s Longhouse Council. An elected member 
of the American Law Institute, Syverud’s scholarship has addressed negotiation, 
civil litigation, dispute resolution, and higher education. Chancellor Syverud has a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Georgetown University School of Foreign Service and a Law 
Degree and Master’s Degree in economics from the University of Michigan. 

Chancellor Syverud is grateful to receive the InterFaith Leadership Award. “It’s a great 
honor and it’s an obligation to live up to it in the future. And living up to it means just 
remembering that those of us who receive this award have to make InterFaith Works 
proud in what we do going forward.”

“Probably the most  
important and the biggest  

thing is just getting up every day 
and coming to work at Syracuse 
University and trying to get to a 
place that’s positively engaged  

in our community and  
welcoming to all kinds of people 

who want to learn.”

Chancellor Kent Syverud

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner
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1983 Rhea Eckel Clark

1984 Chancellor William P. Tolley

1985 Dr. Franklyn S. Barry

1986 Dr. Ernest L. Sarason

1987 Rabbi Theodore S. Levy 
The Rev. Dr. Jon Regier 
Bishop Thomas J. Costello

1988 Peggy and Frank Wood

1989 Charles Chappell, Jr.

1990 Mildred Eggers

1991 The Rev. Msgr. Charles Borgognoni

 Jean Dougherty

1992 Horace Landry, CPA

1993 Anne Pietrafesa

1994 Betty and Tracy Ferguson

1995 Faye and Henry Panasci

1996 Nancy and David A.A. Ridings

1997 Kathy and Robert Bennett

1998 Edward Green

 Dean William Pollard

1999 W. Carroll (Nick) Coyne

2000 Judy and Eric Mower

2001 Charlotte and Alexander Holstein 
Provisions Bakery 
Hopps Memorial CME Church

2002 Noreen and Michael Falcone

2003 Nancy and William Byrne

2004 Mary Ann and Kenneth Shaw

2005 Bishop Thomas J. Costello 
Rabbi Daniel Jezer

2006 Nancy and Stephen Rogers

2007 Kathryn Ruscitto 
Marilyn Pinsky

2008 Chancellor Nancy Cantor

2009 Aminy I. Audi

2010 Kathy Goldfarb-Findling 
Marilyn Higgins 
Taywana James 
Maria Revelles

2011 Dr. Debbie Sydow

2012 Courageous Conversations 
The Hon. Minna Buck 
Ahmad El-Hindi 
Dr. Louis Kriesberg 
Dr. Anis Obeid 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Wolfe

2013 A Lifetime of Service 
The Rev. Msgr. Ronald C. Bill 
Roslyn Bilford 
The Rev. Dr. Nebraski and Mrs. 
   Fannie Carter 
Bob and Ruth Colvin 
Mike Moss 
Nona Stewart

2014 New Lives, New Leaders 
Diana Alvarez Fuentes 
Hamad Haroon 
Om Katel 
Immaculee Kyondwa 
Muheyidin Shek Mohamoud 
Joseph Mpinga 
Hussein Musa 
Abdulbasit Salman 
Mirza Tihic 
Ismael Wedesso

2015 Contribution & Commitment 
  to Community 
Allyn Foundation 
Central New York Community 
   Foundation, Inc. 
The Gifford Foundation 
The Jewish Community Foundation  
   of Central New York, Inc. 
The Dorothy and Marshall M.  
   Reisman Foundation 
The John Ben Snow Foundation 
United Way of Central New York

2016 Radical Empathy 
Charlie and Beth Beach 
Tanweer Haq 
Dr. Rhea Jezer 
Clarence Jordan 
The Hon. Langston McKinney 
Dr. Frederick and Virginia Parker 
The Rev. William Redfield

2017 Inextricably Bound Together 
Catholic Charities Refugee 
   Resettlement Program 
Centro 
Christopher Community, Inc. 
Crouse Health 
Syracuse City School District 
Syracuse Police Department 
Tops Friendly Markets 
Wegmans Food Markets

2018 Creating a Civil Community 
 Keith Alford, PhD 
Dennis Baldwin 
The Rev. Frederick Daley 
Rabbi Daniel Fellman 
Melanie Littlejohn 
Peggy Ogden 
The Rev. Dr. Peter Shidemantle 
Yusuf Soule, PhD

2019 Celebrating Visionaries 
Mustafa Mohammad Kamel 
   Awayda, MD, MPH, FACP 
Sally Fisher Curran, Esq. 
Karin Franklin-King 
Alan D. Goldberg, PhD 
Vincent B. Love 
Edward M. Riley   
Melissa R. Spicer

2020/21 Democracy in Action 
Dan Cummings 
Imam Mohammed ElFiki 
Pastor Daren C. Jaime 
The Hon. Van Robinson and Linda 
   Brown-Robinson 
Elaine Rubenstein 
The Hon. James Tormey 
   (posthumously) 
The Hon. Ben Walsh

2022 Resilient Leaders 
Dr. Casey Crabill   
Dr. Donna DeSiato   
The Hon. Helen Hudson  
The Hon. Ryan McMahon II  
Steven Sisskind   
Stephen J. Thomas, MD  
Dr. Kimberly Townsend  
The Rev. Phil Manuel Turner

2023 Faith in Our Future 
Michael Balanoff, Esq. 
Sharon Brangman, MD 
Dom Cambareri, Esq. 
Dr. Ruth Chen  
Anthony Davis 
Sharon Owens 
Tim Saka 
Chancellor Kent Syverud

InterFaith Leadership Award Honorees (1983-2023)
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We Thank Our 2023 Sponsors and Donors*

*As of August 29, 2023

Event Presenting Sponsors/
Honorary Co-Chairs
Dr. Baljinder Singh and Gurvinder Kaur/

Sikh Foundation of Syracuse

Leadership Sponsors
The Ahmad and Elizabeth El-Hindi 

Foundation

The Dorothy and Marshall M. Reisman 
Foundation

Honoree Presenting Sponsors
Bethany Baptist Church

Cambareri & Brenneck, PLLC

Jewish Community Center of Syracuse 
and the Jewish Federation of Central 
New York

Stickley Furniture | Mattress

Upstate Medical University

The Hon. Ben Walsh

Mission Hope Community

Justice Sponsors
Nancy and William Byrne

Jewish Community Center of Syracuse  
and the Jewish Federation of  
Central New York

Project C | National Grid

Stickley Furniture | Mattress

Diversity Sponsors
Dr. Mustafa Awayda and Dr. Fatme Allam
Crouse Health
Loretto

Collaboration Sponsors
The Rev. Monsignor Ronald C. Bill
Bousquet Holstein PLLC
Cambareri & Brenneck, PLLC
Anthony Davis
Ferrara Fiorenza PC
Catherine Gerard and Joseph Moorman
Elaine and Steve Jacobs
John and Candace Marsellus
Mercy Works Inc.
Onondaga Community College 

Foundation
Elaine Rubenstein
Syracuse University

Faith Community Collaboration 
Sponsors

Bethany Baptist Church
Cazenovia Welcomes Refugees
The Episcopal Diocese of Central  

New York
Islamic Society of Central New York
Mission Hope Community
Rangrig Yeshe, Dzogchen Ati Ling Center
The Rev. John Rose
Temple Concord

Faith Community Sponsors
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
CNY RISE
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas
North Side Learning Center
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
Syracuse Hebrew Day School, 

Syracuse Community Hebrew School 
and The Epstein School

Women Transcending Boundaries

Donations
100 Black Men
Barbara and Christopher Baker
Robert Bergan
Elinor & Cyril Freeman
Bill Kinne
Judy and William Licker
Karen Low
The Rev. James Mathews
Dana Radcliffe
Jeanne Smith
Robert Sykes

In Honor of Dr. Sharon 
Brangman

Karen Clark

In Honor of Dr. Ruth Chen and 
Chancellor Kent Syverud

Mary Roberts Bailey and Jack S. Bailey
Carol Decker

In Honor of the El-Hindi Center 
for Dialogue & Action

Cheryl and Edwin Willner

In Memory of Mark Wasmund
Jeanne and Jamal El-Hindi

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner
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ILAD Honoree Selection 
Committee Members
Aminy Audi
Chair
Mustafa Awayda, MD
Michael Balanoff, Esq.
Beth A. Broadway
William Byrne
The Hon. Linda Ervin
Briana Goodwin-Haines
The Hon. Helen Hudson
Elaine Jacobs
Denise Jochem-Robertson
Myrna Koldin
Elaine Rubenstein
Susan Tormey
The Rev. Phil Turner
Paul Wasmund

Advertising
Susan Keeter

Audiovisual
Visual Technologies

Awards
David MacDonald

Dessert
Biscotti Café & Gelateria

Emcee
Dan Cummings

Graphic Design  
and Printing
Integrated Marketing

Honoree Profiles
Gloria Heffernan

Honoree Tribute Video
Daylight Blue Media

Venue
SRC Arena and Events Center

Acknowledgements

We thank the following individuals who helped make the
2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner (ILAD) a success:
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Staff
Beth A. Broadway
President/CEO

The Rev. Dr. Melissa Morral
Chief Administrative Director

Patricia Radell
Vice President/CFO

Olive Sephuma
Vice President/COO

Jihad Al Jiboury  
Assistant Program Manager, 

Center for New Americans (CNA)

Harith Alnoamy 
Employment Specialist, CNA

Marwah Alobaidi
Director of Resettlement Services, 

CNA

Marwa AlQuraishi
R&P Coordinator, CNA

Mansour Alshayea
Building and Grounds Manager

Mohammed Alshayea
ASA Accountant 

Jason Amer
Case Worker, CNA

Adnan Aswad
R&P Case Worker, CNA

Khin Aung
APA Intensive Case Worker, CNA

Deirdre Aureden
Development Manager

Elena Bellamy
Senior Companion Volunteer 

Coordinator, Center for Healthy 
Aging (CHA) 

Lisette Brann
Assistant Manager of Accounting

Violet Bosibori Bundi
Immigration Services Manager, 

CNA

Dr. Rhonda Butler
Community Engagement 

Manager, CNA

The Rev. Katherine Day
Managing Chaplain, Crouse 

Hospital 

Justin Deyo
Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolee 

(UHP) Coordinator, CNA 

James Dunne
Operations Coordinator 

Julia Ende
Employment Specialist, CNA

Sean Ferguson
Case Aide, CNA 

Daryl Files
Front Office Coordinator 

Blanca Gallardo
English as a New Language 

Instructor 

Kionna Garner
Dialogue Coordinator, Center for 

Dialogue & Action (CDA)  

Briana Goodwin-Haines
Communications & Events 

Manager

Leo Hamisi
Housing & Set Up Assistant, CNA  

Calen Headley
PC-ICM Administrative Assistant, CNA

Sarah Hewitt
PC-ICM Program Manager, CNA 

Elizabeth Hradil
Program Coordinator, 

Community Initiatives, CDA

Serena Jackson
Assistant Director for Volunteer 

Programs, CHA

Andrea Jacobs
Assistant Manager, CDA 

Denise Jochem-Robertson
Senior Director of Development  

Nasratullah Khalil
Intensive Case Coordinator, CNA

Dr. Lori Klivak
Senior Director, CHA

Kateryna Kolesova
Employment Specialist/UHP Case 

Worker, CNA

Jennifer Lawrence
Employment Services Manager, 

CNA 

Ruby Lopez Pena
One to One Program Coordinator, 

CHA 

Kevin Lucas
ESL & Citizenship Instructor, CNA

Pie Manirarora
Reception & Placement Manager, 

CNA 

The Rev. Dr. Cynthia Mapstone
Development Director for Major 

Giving

Genevieve Marshall
Director of Health and Integration 

Services, CNA 

Bishop Colette Matthews-Carter
Director, CDA  

Oo Meh
Youth Mentor Coordinator, CNA

Elizabeth Mensah
Senior Companion Volunteer 

Coordinator, CHA

Sharifeh Mohammadi
Case Worker, CNA 

Fatna Mohamed
APA Intensive Case Worker, CNA

Wahid Mujaddidi
Capacity Building Coordinator

Hanan Muse
Administrative Assistant

Marty Nicholas
Family Reunification & Social 

Services Coordinator, CNA

Mohamad Nassereddine
Housing & Warehouse Manager, 

CNA

Nissrine Nassereddine
Post-Settlement Coordinator, CNA 

Justine Nshombo
Intensive Case Worker, CNA

Napoleon Ntawuharuwe
Warehouse Coordinator, CNA

Keith O’Brien
Development Coordinator 

Zachary Osolo
Job Coach/Assistant Manager, 

CNA

Olivia Pagano
AmeriCorps VISTA Project 

Manager, CHA

Quoc Phan
Health & Wellness Coordinator, 

CNA

Jennie Prouty
Volunteer Coordinator 

Douglas Randall
Citizenship Teacher 

Abdul Bashir Rashed
Case Worker & Cultural 

Orientation Coordinator, CNA

Maggie Sardino
Program Coordinator, CDA

Sayed Abid Satari
Case Worker, CNA

Felicien Seruhungu
Post-Resettlement Manager, CNA

Sadeq Shihman
Housing Services Coordinator, 

CNA

Brandon Silvas
Accountant

Mohamed Thiam
Job Coach, CNA

Toma Tracy
Senior Companion Program 

Manager, CHA

Alla Wescott
Matching Grant Coordinator, CNA

Bethany Wicks
Immigration Services Coordinator, 

CNA

Peter Willner
Strategic Partnerships and 

Dialogues Manager, CDA

In Gratitude

We are grateful to the following members of the InterFaith Works’ staff, Board of Directors,  
Round Table of Faith Leaders, and Faith Partners who work tirelessly on behalf of those we serve:

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner
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Board of Directors
Catherine Gerard
Chair

Myrna Koldin, MSW
Incoming Chair

The Rev. Dr. Eric Jackson
Vice Chair

Rebecca Reed Kantrowitz
Secretary 

James A. Bowers, CPA
Treasurer

Madalyn Smith
Convener, Round Table of Faith Leaders

Beth Broadway
President/CEO

Hassina Adams 
Darnisa Amante-Jackson, EdLD 
Mustafa Awayda, MD, MPH 
Charles Beach 
Ferial Benhaimi 
Ruth Chen, PhD, MPH 
Shiu-Kai Chin, PhD 
Rebecca Cohen, Esq. 
Manal El Tigi, PhD 
The Hon. Linda Ervin 
The Rev. George Maxwell Jones 
James Leska 
Vincent Love 
The Hon. Ann Magnarelli 
Montanette Murphy 
Lynn M. Nunez 
The Hon. Rita Paniagua 
Bobby Pohar, MD 
Keith Schofield-Broadbent 
Robyn Smith 
Kristin Thompson Henry 
Amelia El-Hindi Trail, PhD 
Deborah G. Welch

Round Table of Faith Leaders 
Madalyn Smith
Convener

The Rev. Dr. Peter Shidemantle
Co-Convener

The Rev. John Rose
Community Builder

The Rev. Dr. Bruce Burns
Secretary

Michael Balanoff 
Magda Bayoumi 
The Rev. Hector Burgos 
Sharif Bey 
The Rev. Nebraski Carter 
Mark Cass 
Naeem Chaudari 
Kristina Clark 
Chaplain JoAnn Cooke 
Mary Beth DiMarco 
The Right Rev. Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe 
The Rev. Erik Eure 
The Rev. Diczan Gonzalez 
The Rev. Jennifer Hamlin-Navias 
The Rev. Timothy Hannon 
The Rev. Suzi Harriff 
The Rev. Max Jones 
The Rev. Yulon Jones 
Gurvinder Kaur 
The Rev. Dr. James Kelsey 
The Rev. Dr. Brian E. Konkol 
David Larsen 
Jan Lower 
The Most Rev. Douglas Lucia 
Bishop Colette Matthews-Carter 
The Rev. Lee M. Miller II 
Major Charles Roberts 
The Rev. Emmanuel Seruhungu 
Baljinder Singh, DDS 
Natasha Schmidt 
The Rev. Marsha Williams 
The Rev. Gail Wolling 
Melek Yavuz 
Rachna Zirath, MD

Emeritus
Rabbi Daniel Jezer

Faith Partners 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
Alliance of Communities Transforming 

Syracuse (ACTS)
All Saints Church
American Baptist Churches of New York 

State
Apostolic Church of Jesus Christ
Atonement Lutheran Church
Bethany Baptist Church
Cazenovia Welcomes Refugees
Central Square Community Church
Christ Church

Christ Community United Methodist 
Church

Christ Episcopal Church, Jordan 
Christ the King Retreat House
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints
The Church of St. Michael and St. Peter
The Church of St. Michael and St. Peter/ 

The Haitian Community
Cicero United Methodist Church
Collamer United Church
Columbian Presbyterian Church
Congregation Beth Sholom-Chevra Shas
CNY Rise
Destiny Christian Center, African Nation 

Church
DeWitt Community Church
Eastern Hills Bible Church
Eastwood Baptist Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Central New 

York
Erwin First United Methodist Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Faith Journey United Methodist Church
Fayetteville United Methodist Church
First Baptist Church of Central Square
First Baptist Manlius
First Church of Christ, Scientist
First Congregational United Church of 

Christ Phoenix
First Presbyterian Church of 

Baldwinsville
First Presbyterian Church of Cazenovia
First Presbyterian Church of 

Skaneateles
First Presbyterian Church of Weedsport
First Unitarian Universalist Society of 

Syracuse
Good Shepard Lutheran Church
Grace and Holy Spirit Church
Grace Episcopal Church (Baldwinsville)
Grace Episcopal Church (Syracuse)
Hendricks Chapel, Syracuse University
Holy Cross Church
Holy Family Church
Hope Community Lutheran Church
Hopps Memorial CME Church
Immaculate Conception Parish
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance
Islamic Cultural Society of Bosniaks

In Gratitude
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Islamic Society of Central New York
Jewish Community Center
Jewish Federation of Central New York
King of Kings Lutheran Church
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church
Liverpool First United Methodist Church
Living Water Church of God in Christ
Luther Memorial Lutheran Church
Lutheran Campus Ministries, Syracuse 

University
Marcellus First Presbyterian Church
May Memorial Unitarian Universalist 

Society
Messiah’s Church Reformed 

Presbyterian
Missio Church
Mission Hope Community
Mosque of Jesus, Son of Mary
North Manlius United Church
Northminster Presbyterian Church
North Side Learning Center
Pebble Hill Presbyterian Church
People’s A.M.E. Zion Church
Pitcher Hill Community Church
Plymouth Congregational Church
The Promise Land Church
Rahma Health Clinic
Rangrig Yeshe, Dzogchen Ati Ling Center
Rapha Community
Rescue Mission Alliance
Roman Catholic Diocese of Syracuse
Sacred Heart Basilica
Salvation Army

Sikh Foundation of Syracuse
Skaneateles United Methodist Church
Spiritual Assembly of Baha’is Syracuse
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
St. Ann’s Church of Manlius
St. David’s Episcopal Church
St. James’ Episcopal Church
St. John the Baptist and Holy Trinity 

Church
St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 

Church
St. Joseph the Worker Church
St. Lucy’s Church
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
St. Mark the Evangelist Episcopal Church
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

(Baldwinsville)
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church
St. Michael’s Lutheran Church of Camillus
St. Patrick’s Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Waterloo
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
St. Paul’s Syracuse
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
St. Sophia’s Greek Orthodox Church
St. Stephen Lutheran Church
St. Vincent de Paul Church 
SUNY Upstate Medical Center Spiritual 

Care Center
Syracuse Monthly Meeting of the 

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Syracuse Moorish Americans/Moorish 

Science Temple of America

Syracuse Salt of the Earth Ministries
Temple Adath Yeshurun
Temple Concord
Trekchen Choling Buddhist Temple
Trinity Episcopal Church
Tucker Missionary Baptist Church
Tully United Community Church
United Church of Christ
United Church of Fayetteville
United Methodist Church
The United Presbyterian Church of 

Sackets Harbor
Unity of Syracuse
University United Methodist Church
The Vineyard Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

(Auburn)
Women Transcending Boundaries
Zen Center of Syracuse Hoen-ji
Zion Hill World Harvest Baptist Church

In Gratitude – Faith Partners (continued)

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner

2023 InterFaith Leadership Award Dinner
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