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”Love Is the Answer”  

World Interfaith Harmony Assembly: February 6, 2017  

Remarks of Beth Broadway, CEO, InterFaith Works of Central New York 

 

Tonight, we have stood together as Muslims, Christians, Jews, Sikhs, 

Unitarians, Buddhists, Hindus and people questing as ethical humans to 

learn about each other’s faiths and to affirm the dignity of each person and 

each faith tradition. Take a look around at each other, and take in what has 

been accomplished here tonight. 

We should not take this diversity for granted. Across this nation and this 

planet, tonight’s assembly is a precious rarity – something not done or seen 

too often. But because Central New York is a place where interfaith 

understanding is nurtured by many groups – Women Transcending 

Boundaries, Alliance of Communities Transforming Syracuse, InterFaith 

Works, our colleges and universities– we are blessed to be able to come 

together and reach across divides that other communities and nations 

cannot. 

Again, do not take this for granted. We are in a time when people are being 

challenged because of their ethnic and religious backgrounds right at our 

borders and airports. In recent days, people have been denied their basic 

rights given to them by our government in the form of legitimate visas, 
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because they have been traveling in countries that are predominantly 

Muslim. It has required an injunction, declared by a federal judge, for them 

to resume their lives in the US as students and workers. 

This reminds us of another story: 1942, Denmark, where the people rose up 

to protect their fellow citizens from deportation and attack. On the eve of 

Rosh Hashanah, the 7,800 Jewish citizens of Denmark were to be rounded 

up and sent to an internment camp. But the King of Denmark and the 

Danish resistance movement had already helped over 7,200 Jews go into 

hiding and escape to Sweden. So the night of the round-up found German 

soldiers knocking on the doors of empty houses. 

The rescue allowed the vast majority of Denmark's Jewish population to 

avoid capture by the Nazis and is considered to be one of the largest 

actions of collective resistance to aggression in the countries occupied by 

Nazi Germany. As a result of the rescue, and the following Danish 

intercession on behalf of the 464 Danish Jews who were captured and 

deported to the Theresienstadt concentration camp in Bohemia, over 99 

percent of Denmark's Jewish population survived the Holocaust. 

The diary of King Christian X reveals our direction today: 

“When you look at the inhumane treatment of Jews, not only in Germany 

but occupied countries as well, you start worrying that such a demand 

might also be put on us, but we must clearly refuse such as this due to their 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theresienstadt_concentration_camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Holocaust
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protection under the Danish constitution. I stated that I could not meet 

such a demand towards Danish citizens. If such a demand is made, we 

would best meet it by all wearing the Star of David.” 

There has been talk in our county today, 2017, of establishing a Muslim 

registry. On that day, I will be Muslim and will sign the registry, and I 

would urge us all to be Muslim on that day. Tonight we have seen the 

power of unity and harmony, and in the years to come, we will need to 

continue to stand together for ideals that we believe in. When an Executive 

Order limits the arrival of people from predominantly Muslim countries, 

unless they are not Muslim, this is effectively an attack on one faith 

tradition, and history has shown us the danger of this kind of 

discrimination. Throughout human history, Jews, Sikhs, Mormons and 

other Christian traditions have been targeted in this way, just to name a 

few. It is our duty as Americans to oppose any action to halt access to 

resettlement for people of certain nationalities. And refugees of all nations 

have been halted for four months, at a time when the global crisis for 

refugees and displaced person is topping 60 million souls. Tonight it was 

said that Justice is what love looks like in public. 

 

Our work and mission are more important now than ever before. We are 

committed to an expanded dialogue to include ALL Americans, including 
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those that support the new administration’s agenda, so that honest, 

courageous conversations can be fostered. 

 

Take a last look around, and take courage from each other, from our 

diversity, from the power of unity and recommit yourself to the Beloved 

Community we know is possible. 

Go Make a Difference in the World.  

 

Love IS the Answer. 

 

 


